
Do I Need a Roofing Permit in Philadelphia?  

If you're planning a roofing project, you're likely budgeting for materials 
and labor. But what about the paperwork? A common question we hear 
is, "Do I need a roofing in Philadelphia?" 

The short answer is: Yes, for a full roof replacement, you absolutely need 
a building permit from the Philadelphia Department of Licenses and 
Inspections (L&I). 

This isn't just a suggestion; it's a legal requirement to protect you, your 
home, and your investment. Let's break down the rules so you can be 
confident your project is done right. 

When a Permit is 100% Required 

According to the Philadelphia L&I, a building permit is required for 
projects that "change the interior or exterior of an existing structure." 
This explicitly includes "putting in a new roof." 

You must get a permit for: 

 A Full Roof Replacement (Tear-Off): Any project that involves 
tearing off the old roofing material down to the wood deck and 
installing a new system. 

 A Roof Re-Cover (Layover): While less common, installing a new 
layer of shingles over an existing one also requires a permit. 

 Structural Repairs: Any work that involves replacing rotted or 
damaged roof decking or rafters. 

When You Might Not Need a Permit 

For very minor repairs, L&I may not require a full permit. This typically 
includes: 

 Simple Repairs: Replacing a few shingles that blew off in a storm. 

 Gutter Cleaning: Routine maintenance is not a construction 
project. 

However, the line between "repair" and "renovation" can be blurry. A 
good rule of thumb is: if the repair is small and doesn't involve structural 
components or altering the roofline, you may be fine. But always, always 
check with a professional first. 

https://www.discountedroofingllc.com/


Why is a Roofing Permit in Philadelphia So Important? 

The permit process isn't meant to be a hassle. It's a critical consumer 
protection system. 

1. It Ensures Code Compliance: The permit triggers inspections. An 
L&I inspector will check the work to ensure it meets all city building 
codes, such as proper ice and water shield installation, correct nailing 
patterns, and adequate ventilation. 

2. It Verifies Your Contractor: In Philadelphia, only a licensed and 
insured Home Improvement Contractor (HIC) can pull a roofing 
permit. This system is designed to weed out uninsured, "fly-by-night" 
roofers. 

3. It Protects Your Home's Value: When you sell your home, a lack 
of a permit for a new roof can be a major red flag for buyers and 
inspectors, potentially delaying your sale. 

4. It Validates Your Warranty: Many shingle manufacturers will 
void their material warranty if the roof was not installed to code or by 
a licensed professional. The permit is proof. 

Who is Responsible for Pulling the Permit? 

Your contractor. 

A professional, legitimate roofing company will handle the entire permit 
application and submission process as part of their service. They will file 
the paperwork, post the permit at the job site, and schedule the necessary 
inspections. 

If a roofer ever asks you to pull the permit as a homeowner, consider it a 
massive red flag. This often means they aren't licensed or insured to 
work in the city. 

At Discounted Roofing LLC, we are fully licensed and insured, and we 
handle all permitting for every roof replacement. Contact your trusted 
Philadelphia roofers for a free estimate that includes every part of the 
process, from permits to clean-up. 

 


